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This month Colonel Martin is al-

lowing me the honor of writing the 

opening article for the Patriot 

News. I am certain you will under-

stand why in the next few sentenc-

es. General David H. Petraeus and I 

recently connected over LinkedIn. 

During a conversation with the 

General, I told him about our church’s Yellow 

Ribbon Ministry and our monthly newsletter. I 

then asked him if he would let me interview 

him for the Patriot News, and to my complete 

amazement, he agreed. It took me a while to 

recover from the pleasant shock that this four-

star retired general, US Army veteran of 37 

years, former commander of the multinational 

coalition forces in Afghanistan, and prior direc-

tor of the Central Intelligence Agency would do 

us such an honor. Colonel Martin wrote the 

questions that I weaved into an interview with 

one of the most gracious military of0icers with 

whom I have ever been acquainted. In this spe-

cial edition of the Patriot News, we will be fea-

turing these questions and answers, along with 

the General’s biography. 

Patriot	News	(PN):	First	of	all,	General	Petrae-

us,	thank	you	so	much	for	allowing	us	to	inter-

view	you,	sir;	this	is	a	great	honor	for	our	publi-

cation.	We	sincerely	appreciate	your	many	years	

of	faithful	service.	That	being	said,	you	have	in-

deed	had	a	long	and	distinguished	career	in	ser-

vice	to	our	nation.	In	your	opinion,	are	leaders	

born	or	are	they	developed	or	built	to	become	

great	leaders?			

I think that leaders are both born and devel-

oped.  The best leaders typically have signi0i-
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November	Golf:	phonetically	stating	

NG	for	NO	GO,	literally,	to	fail.	Army	

evaluations	are	scored	as	either	

GO/NO-GO	instead	of	Pass/Fail.		

nugget:	an	inexperienced	pilot	or	air	

crew	member	(USAF	and	US	Navy)	

numbered	beach:	in	amphibious	

operations,	a	subdivision	of	a	colored	

beach,	designated	for	the	assault	land-

ing	of	a	battalion	landing	team	or	

similarly	sized	unit	

nylon	letdown:	descent	with	a	para-

chute,	in	reference	to	the	materials	

used	during	WWII	for	the	parachutes	

cant God-given talents from birth; 

however, they also then work very 

hard to make the most of what they 

have been given by pursuing formal 

education, work experience, reading 

and self-study, observation of others, 

and so on. 

PN:	I	couldn’t	agree	with	you	more,	sir.	

Now,	speaking	of	leadership,	from	your	life	expe-

riences,	what	are	the	key	attributes	of	leadership	

that	are	critical	to	success	no	matter	your	voca-

tion	or	station	in	life?	

It always seemed to me that, beyond the usual 

attributes common in effective leaders – [that 

is], a modicum of brains, a signi0icant work eth-

ic, solid values, commitment, concern for oth-

ers, and so on – that the quality that most dis-

tinguishes the best from the rest has to do with 

what might be termed “operational judgment.”  

In essence, that is the ability of a leader to make 

the correct decisions when the really key mo-

ments requiring such decisions are at hand – 

[for example], determining the strategy for the 

Surge in Iraq. 

PN:	Absolutely!	I	wonder	if	perhaps	the	seeds	for	

some	of	those	key	moments	you	speak	of	may	

date	back	all	the	way	to	the	beginning?	With	this	

in	mind,	on	your	0irst	day	at	West	Point,	did	you	

have	any	inkling	of	the	type	of	iconic	military	

career	that	you	would	come	to	enjoy?	

No, of course not – though I suspect that most 

of my classmates and I had some fuzzy notion 

of what might be possible down the road and 

had aspirations to achieve whatever that was! 

A Military Legacy      Dr. Joe Perez 

Pray for our Military Family: 
 Chaplain	Brian	Palmer	and	Family	- US Army, serving the Lord in 

Hawaii 

 Merry	Dare	Goodwin	- US Navy, serving aboard the USS	Decatur 

 Justin	&	Kimberly	Reece	- US Air Force, stationed at Pensacola 
NAS 

 Timothy	&	Hope	Robinson	- USMC, stationed at Camp LeJeune, NC 

 Sgt	Aaron	David	de	Serres	- USMC, deployed in the Middle East 

 2nd	Lt	Matthew	Parker	- active duty at USSTRATCOM 
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Veterans Day and Thanksgiving 

make the month of November a 

special time for giving and ex-

pressing gratitude. Recognizing 

the sel0less service of our veter-

ans stirs our sense of gratitude 

to those who have sacri0iced so 

much to keep our nation strong 

and free. Thanksgiving is a time to 

pause our normal activities and give 

thanks to God for the abundance of bless-

ings He has given to us, not because we are 

somehow owed these good fortunes, but 

rather because God’s grace that has 

been extended to us.  Both holi-

days allow us to humbly recog-

nize the blessing of freedom 

that has been passed to us from 

the generations that have gone 

before. 

This November, we have a unique 

opportunity to hear from one of the most 

well-respected and universally admired 

military leaders of the last half-

century.  General David Petraeus’ long and 

distinguished military career offers us a 

perspective from a man who has held some 

of the most senior and signi0icant positions 

that a military leader can attain.  His ac-

complishments and experiences remind us 

to be thankful for military leaders of dis-

tinction who have honed their skills and 

used their singular talents to effectively 

lead our military and keep our country 

free.   Thank you, General Petraeus, for 

your service to our nation and for taking 

the time to give us access to your expan-

sive knowledge and expertise.	

PN:	Well,	fuzzy	notions	or	not,	I’m	sure	those	

certainly	were	some	wonderful	aspirations,	

General.	Now,	perhaps	to	help	focus	those	

aspirations,	did	you	have	a	mentor	or	men-

tors	who	helped	guide	and	encourage	you	

through	dif0iculties	during	your	career?	

You bet, many of them, and not just during 

the dif0icult times, but during all of the 

times.  General Galvin, for whom I worked 

directly three times, was a huge mentor 

and role model – a true soldier, scholar, 

and statesmen who exempli0ied what I 

sought to be.  So was General Knowlton, 

my father-in-law.  And I was fortunate to 

have many other great mentors along the 

way, too, such as General Vuono, General 

Keane, General Shelton, General McNeill, 

and numerous others, as well as Command 

Sergeant Major Hill and various non-

commissioned of0icers with whom I was 

privileged to serve.  And, of course, I also 

had a very supportive wife and family, and 

that was hugely important in my 0inal 10 

years in uniform, during which I was de-

ployed for well of 6-1/2 years, and imme-

diately after I left government. 	

PN:	Let’s	stay	on	that	topic	of	mentorship	

for	just	a	moment,	sir,	if	you	don’t	mind.	

How	important	would	you	say		mentorship	

is	to	giving	men	and	women	the	tools	to	

succeed?	

I think that mentors are huge-

ly important and very helpful 

in providing developmental 

assistance in a host of differ-

ent ways. 

PN:	No	doubt,	sir.	You	know,	I	

believe	those	who	base	their	

mentorship	principles	on	

Scripture	have	the	most	solid	

foundation	possible.		To	that	

point,	do	you	have	a	favorite	

scripture	or	life	verse	that	has	guided	your	

life?			

There are many verses that provided inspi-

ration over the years, especially in the 

book of Isaiah.  This is my favorite (6:8):  

“Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, 

‘Whom shall I send? And who will go for 

us?’ And I said, ‘Here am I. Send me!’” 

PN:	Indeed;	that’s	one	of	my	favorites	as	

well!		And	speaking	of	Scripture,	faith	in	

God	and	the	spiritual	welfare	of	the	

troops	has	been	recognized	as	a	critical	

element	of	the	United	States	Military	

since	George	Washington	commanded	

our	0irst	troops.	How	has	freedom	of	reli-

gion	and	faith	in	God	separated	the	

American	soldier	from	his/her	counter-

parts	in	other	countries?		

Our freedom of religion manifests itself in 

various ways in uniform, including the fact 

that our unit chaplains come from a variety 

of faiths (e.g., Christian, Jewish, Muslim, 

etc.), as well as from different backgrounds 

within those various faiths – and by the 

fact that our men and women in uniform 

are also free not to worship any faith at all.  

That said, it is often noted that there are 

relatively few atheists in foxholes or at the 

end of a static line (the line that deploys 

the parachute off the back of a 

military paratrooper).  That is 

because soldiers in combat 

and other challenging times 

(such as when about to jump 

out of an aircraft) typically 

value their faith and their 

chaplains highly, as do those 

in any walk of life during dif0i-

cult times. 

PN:	Let’s	shift	gears	a	little.	In	

your	opinion,	General,	how	has	

the	American	military	changed	

over	the	course	of	the	last	half	century?			

Our military has changed in numerous 

ways over the last 50 years.  We are cer-

tainly much more inclusive of those of dif-

ferent races, creeds, colors, orientations, 

and so forth.  Beyond that, women can now 

serve in any branch of service, including 

the combat arms (Infantry, Armor, Artil-

lery) in the Army and Marines and also can 

serve in Special Operations.  Additionally, a 

considerably higher proportion of our men 

and women in uniform are likely to be 

married.  And our men and women in uni-

form tend to be better educated, as well.  

And that is just a few of the ways our mili-

tary has evolved and changed.   

PN:	So	on	that	note	regarding	married	mili-

tary	personnel,	families	have	always	served	

as	the	backbone	of	each	military	member.	

What	have	been	the	changes	and	challenges	

you	have	observed	with	military	families	

during	your	almost	40	years	of	military	ser-

vice?	

I guess the most signi0icant change is that 

more military families have both parents 

holding full-time jobs than was the case 

when I entered active service, and that 

carries a host of implications, needless to 

say, especially in the case where both par-

ents are serving in the military during a 

deployment. 
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Editor’s	Note:		This	

month	we	present	the	

last	three	jobs	in	this	5-part	feature	on	some	of	

the	most	interesting	jobs	you	didn’t	know	the	

military	had.		Thank	you,	Mr.	Nye!	

21. Refrigeration/Air	condi-

tioning	technician	(USMC,	

USAF)	

The Air Force has airmen 

trained as standard HVAC 

technicians. The Marine 

Corps version is a little dif-

ferent with some Marines being trained 

in refrigeration and air conditioning 

while others handle heating systems. In 

either case, these service members are 

the ones called when the desert 

is too hot or the mountains are 

too cold. 

22.	 Shower/Laundry	and	

Clothing	Repair	Specialist	

(Army) 

Like the HVAC technicians, these 

service members try to make 

deployed life just a little more comforta-

ble. Soldiers in this job set up and oper-

ate deployed showers, laundry facilities, 

and repair damaged uniforms.	

23.	 Veterinarians	(Army)	

While all the services employ working 

dogs, the Marine Corps trains on horses, 

and the Navy uses dolphins and sea lions. 

The Army provides veterinarians for all 

of these programs. Though they're Army 

of0icers, these veterinarians are tasked 

out to support every branch.	

Editor’s	Note:	Here	are	some	interesting	

facts	about	General	David	Petraeus,	whom	

we	are	featuring	in	this	month’s	Patriot	

News.	

General David H. Petraeus 

(US Army, Ret.) is a Partner 

with the global investment 

0irm KKR and Chairman of 

the KKR Global Institute, 

which he established in May 

2013.  He is also a member 

of the boards of directors of 

Optiv and FirstStream, a 

venture investor in more 

than 15 startups, and en-

gaged in a variety of aca-

demic endeavors.   

Prior to joining KKR, General 

Petraeus served over 37 years in the U.S. 

military, culminating his career with six 

consecutive commands, 0ive of which were 

in combat, including command of the 101st 

Airborne Division during the 0ight to Bagh-

dad and the 0irst year in Iraq, command of 

the Multinational Security 

Transition Command in 

Iraq, command of coalition 

forces in Iraq during the 

Surge, command of U.S. 

Central Command, and 

command of coalition forc-

es in Afghanistan.   

Following retirement from 

the military and after Sen-

ate con0irmation by a vote 

of 94-0, he served as Direc-

tor of the CIA during a peri-

od of signi0icant achieve-

ments in the global war on 

terror, the establishment of 

important Agency digital initiatives, and 

signi0icant investments in the Agency’s 

most important asset, its human capital.   

He is currently a Visiting Fellow at Yale 

University’s Jackson Institute, Co-Chairman 

of the Global Advisory Council of the Wood-

row Wilson Center for International Schol-

ars, Senior Vice President of the Royal Unit-

ed Services Institute, and a Member of the 

Trilateral Commission, as well as a member 

of the boards of the Atlantic Council, the 

Institute for the Study of War, and over a 

dozen veterans service organizations.   

Over the past 15 years, General Petraeus 

was named one of America’s 25 Best Lead-

ers by U.S. News and World Report, a run-

ner-up for Time magazine’s Person of the 

Year, the Daily Telegraph man of the year, 

a Time 100 selectee, Princeton University’s 

Madison Medalist, and one of Foreign Poli-

cy magazine’s top 100 public intellectuals 

in three different years.	

A Military Legacy : General David Petraeus        (Continued from Page 2) 

PN:	In	recent	decades,	treatment	of	Post-

Traumatic	Stress	Syndrome	(PTSD)	has	

rightfully	come	to	the	forefront	of	treatment	
for	our	active	and	veteran	population.	Gen-

eral,	can	you	expand	upon	the	need	to	elimi-

nate	the	stigma	associated	with	PTSD	and	

seek	early	treatment?	

Yes.  Those who suffer from PTSD clearly 

need to seek treatment and get over the 

notion that doing so is a sign of weakness or 

some such.  But, of course, that is easier said 

than done. 

PN:	Indeed	it	is,	sir.		
So,	now	that	you	are	a	

veteran	of	military	

service,	what	role	do	

you	see	as	important	

for	the	veterans	of	

military	service	in	to-

day’s	society?		

I think most veterans would agree that most 

important for them is not just a 

job opportunity but a career 
opportunity – in other words 

employment that not just earns 

them a salary but also results in 

investment in them in terms of 

training, education, and men-

toring and provides opportuni-

ties for advancement, as well. 	

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 
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   Jobs You Didn’t Know the Military Had   Logan Nye, veteran, journalist 

A Note About This Special Issue (Continued) 
Editor’s	Note:	Adding	to	Colonel	Martin’s	comments,	you	may	have	

noticed	the	new	layout.		For	the	12th	anniversary	of	the	Patriot	

News,	not	only	are	we	featuring	General	David	Petraeus,	but	we	are	

also	unveiling	the	“new	look”	for	the	Patriot	News	as	we	begin	our	

13th	year	of	publication	with	Volume	13,	Issue	1	premiering	in	Jan-

uary	2021.		Quite	a	bit	has	changed	since	that	very	0irst	issue	in	No-

vember	2009,	and	we	are	very	grateful	to	the	Lord	for	all	His	bless-

ings	upon	the	Yellow	Ribbon	Ministry	of	

Friendship	Baptist	Church.		This	would	not	

have	been	possible	without	the	faithful,	capable	

leadership	of	Colonel	Steve	Martin,	the	wonderful,	

insightful	interviews	by	Major	Don	King,	and	the	loyalty	and	moral	

support	from	all	of	you,	our	readers.		Thank	you	for	12	phenomenal	

years,	and	by	God’s	grace,	here’s	looking	at	12	more!		 

Warmest	Regards,	 	

Dr.	Joe	Perez,	Editor	In	Chief		 
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Yellow Ribbon Ministry (YRM) Prayer Notes, Event Announcements 

Please pray for Missionaries Brian and Ivey Palmer as 

they’re now in Hawaii. Their son Nathaniel recently 

started his freshman year at Liberty University.  (Albert 

& Becky Watkins’ son-in-law & daughter).  Remember 

Merry Dare Price-Goodwin serving aboard the USS Deca-

tur (Dale & Dixie Ulmer’s granddaughter; Rachel Vraden-

burgh’s niece). Pray for Nathaniel Salyer (Don & Sharon 

Woodard’s grandson) at Camp Lejeune, NC and Justin & 

Kimberly Reece (Dan & Becky Reece’s son & daughter-in

-law stationed at Pensacola NAS). The Reece’s have 

recently been noti0ied that they would be transferred 

to Seymour-Johnson AFB, NC. Please keep 2nd Lt. 

Matthew Parker (Joe & Dianna Perez’s nephew, 

stationed at USSTRATCOM) and Sgt Aaron David 

de Serres (USMC, deployed to the Middle East) 

in your prayers. Please keep our country in 

your prayers.  May the Lord give wisdom 

to our leaders during this period of pandemic and social un-rest.  May 

the Lord direct and guide our upcoming elections and may we, as a na-

tion, experience a revival in our land.  If you know of anyone who is a 

Veteran that I’ve missed in 

the Prayer Notes, please let 

me know so that I can add 

them to our prayer list. 

						~	Colonel	Martin	

	

Coming	Up	Next	Month:	

 The Dollar Discourse 

(Part 1): Five Steps to 

Financial Retirement	

 A Military Christmas	
The Brian Palmer FamilyThe Brian Palmer FamilyThe Brian Palmer FamilyThe Brian Palmer Family    

Public	and	International	Affairs.	So	

I’m	not	sure	if	it’s	more	appropriate	
to	refer	to	him	as	“Dr.	Petraeus”	

than	“General	Petraeus”	-	although	

I	suppose	it	would	depend	upon	

whether	he’s	being	addressed	in	an	

academic	setting.	

And	speaking	of	academic	settings,	

General	Petraeus	taught	interna-

tional	relations	and	economics	at	
the	U.S.	Military	Academy	in	the	mid

-1980s,	he	was	a	Visiting	Professor	

of	Public	Policy	at	the	Honors	Col-

lege	of	the	City	University	of	New	

York	from	2013	through	2016,	and	

he	was	for	six	years	a	Judge	Widney	

Professor	at	the	University	of	South-

ern	California	and	a	Senior	Fellow	
at	Harvard	University’s	Belfer	Cen-

ter.			

The	leadership	of	the	Yellow	Ribbon	

Ministry,	the	Patriot	News,	and	this	

author	all	agree	in	this	sentiment:	

thank	you,	General	Petraeus,	for	

honoring	us	with	this	interview,	and	

for	your	many	years	of	service	to	

our	country.		

outside Compiýgne, France. 

14 Nov 1930 - Birth of Edward H 
White II, San Antonio Texas, Lt Col 
USAF, astronaut (Gemini 4). On 
January 26, 1967, Lt Col White 
was killed with fellow astronauts 
Gus Grissom & Roger Chaffee in 
the Apollo 1 spacecraft fire during 

11 Nov 1918 - At the 11th hour on 
the 11th day of the 11th month of 
1918, the Great War ends. At 5 
a.m. that morning, Germany, be-
reft of manpower and supplies and 
faced with imminent invasion, 
signed an armistice agreement 
with the Allies in a railroad car 

a launch pad test at Kennedy 
Space Center in Florida. 

16 Nov 1973 - Launch of Skylab 4 
under command of LTC Gerald P. 
Carr, USMC. The missions lasted 
84 days and included 1,214 Earth 
orbits.  
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PN:	Last	question,	General	-	Based	

on	your	wealth	of	knowledge	and	
service	to	our	nation,	what	will	be	

the	greatest	challenges	facing	our	

country	in	the	next	eight	to	ten	

years?	

We face numerous signi0icant chal-

lenges:  the ongoing pandemic and 

resulting economic downturn; a 

return of so-called “great 
power rivalries;” Islamist 

extremism; domestic hyper-

partisanship; domestic ex-

tremism; ever more sophisti-

cated and damaging cyber 

threats; dysfunction in 

Washington, DC; the need 

for infrastructure invest-
ment in the US and com-

prehensive immigration 

and education reform; the in-

creasing impact of climate 

change; and many more…  That 

said, there is no country in 

which I would rather be facing 

such challenges.  As Warren 

Buffet has often noted, it never 

pays to bet against America. 

Editor’s	Note:	In	the	course	of	this	

interview,	we	learned	some	very	

interesting	facts	about	General	Da-

vid	Petraeus	from	his	bio,	some	of	

which	is	shared	on	page	3.	For	ex-

ample,	the	General	graduated	with	

distinction	from	the	U.S.	Military	

Academy,	and	he	is	the	only	person	

in	Army	history	to	be	the	top	gradu-

ate	of	both	the	demanding	U.S.	Ar-

my	Ranger	School	and	the	U.S.	

Army’s	Command	and	General	Staff	

College!		He	also	earned	a	PhD	from	

Princeton	University’s	School	of	

uote of the Month:  “Never in the field of human conflict was so much 
owed by so many to so few.”       Winston Churchill 
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Due	to	current	Covid-19	

restrictions,	we	WILL	

NOT	be	having	a	Veterans	

Day	luncheon	11/8	as	

previously	announced.		

We	expect	to	continue	

our	luncheon	meetings	

during	calendar	year	

2021.		


