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 two or more units 
proceeding together under the 
command of a designated 
senior 

angle between 
the aircraft’s longitudinal axis 
and the horizontal plane (also 
called pitch angle)  

costs which 
are additional costs to the Ser-
vice appropriations that would 
not have been incurred absent 
support of the contingency oper-
ation   

Flags have long held special mean-
ing to individuals, organizations 
and countries.  Flags have been 
used since the earliest known an-
nals of human history as a national 
symbol, a signaling device, or even 
as a decoration.  Over the centu-
ries, flags in general, and more 
specifically national flags, have 
most often been associated with the military due to 
their continued and ongoing uses within the military.   

A flag is more than just a colorful banner.  It is a 
symbol of a higher purpose, such as a great cause, 
an idea, or a steadfast resolution.  Every country in 
the world has a flag which speaks to the common 
heritage, region, and history of the people it repre-
sents.  Because of this great symbolism, the mere 
sight of the flag can bring about great emotions of 
worth, pride, and gratitude. 

National flags have often been used on the field of 
battle to rally the troops with a greater resolve call-
ing upon the reserves of their energy to achieve 
some common purpose. For some, it is an emotional 
attachment to the flag of their country.  For others, 
especially new immigrants called to fight under that 
flag, it has given them a sense of worth – of belong-
ing to this great nation. Many battlefield flags have 
been the actual national flag with the unit designa-
tion sewn into the material.  This gave those as-
signed to the unit a visual point of reference.  During 
the Civil War, these unit designated flags would be 
used to lead the charge into battle.  It was a great 
honor to be chosen as the “flag bearer” and if one 
flag bearer fell wounded, another man would pick up 
the flag and continue with the charge. To leave a 
flag on the field of battle or to lose it to the enemy 
was a disgrace to the entire unit. 

The flag of the United States of 
America is displayed in public build-
ings, churches, schools, military 
installations and businesses around 
the world.  Millions of Americans fly 
the flag at their home and places of 
business.  It readily draws our view 
and identifies us as Americans.  In 
the dark days following the terrorist 

attacks of 9/11, flags were seen more often across 
our nation as a wave of patriotism and remem-
brance flooded our emotions. 

The “Stars and Stripes” is a popular name for our 
current American Flag with seven red stripes and six 
white stripes representing our original thirteen colo-
nies and 50 white stars on a blue field representing 
the union of the states.  Over the course of our histo-
ry, we’ve had several flags represent us to include:  
The King’s Colors; Continental Moultrie; Culpepper 
(pictured above, center); The John Paul Jones; Gads-
den; Liberty Tree; Bennington; Lilly Banner; The Ala-
mo; The Queen Anne; The Betsy Ross; and The Star 
Spangled Banner. 

According to legend, George Washington said of our 
flag:  “We take the stars and blue union from Heav-
en, the red from our mother country, separating it by 
white stripes, thus showing we have separated from 
her, and the white stripes shall go down to posterity 
representing liberty.”  

In the United States, Flag Day is celebrated on June 
14 as a commemoration of the adoption of the flag 
of the United States on June 14, 1777, by resolution 
of the Second Continental Congress.  In 1916, the 
president of the United States issued a proclamation 
that officially established June 14 as Flag Day. 
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Editor’s Note: In celebration of Flag 
Day this month, this article from 
militaryspouse.com by author and 
military wife, Leah Hormanski, is an 
appropriate reminder of why we 
should flaunt our patriotism. 

The bad behavior and attitudes 
causing problems for our country 
are extremely frustrating.  There is 
one issue in particular I want to 
focus on right now.  Let me lay out 
for you why disrespect to the Ameri-
can flag upsets me so. 
Not only to air my 
grievances, but to 
illustrate why patriot-
ism is important. 

I am proud of the mili-
tary history of my fam-
ily. I love the stories of 
my grandfathers and 
parents, their ac-
counts of discomfort, 

sacrifice, and com-
bat while serving. 

Growing up, my patri-
otic parents were always bringing 
my brother and I to many patriotic 
events and places, mainly airshows. 

In addition to my family’s proud 

Navy, Marine, and 
Coast Guard history, 
I married into the 
military.  Since being 
married, I have 
watched a lot of 
news, learned more 
about government, 
politics, and history. 

At our last duty sta-
tion, I befriended a World War II 
veteran and his wife from church. It 

took some encourage-
ment from myself and 
his wife to get him to 
relate his stories. Once 
he opened up, I think 
he greatly appreciated 
that someone from a 
much younger genera-
tion was eager to lis-
ten. Part of my aim in 
this was also to share 
with my preteen son 
this great opportunity 
to hear from and be in 
this hero’s presence. 

Anyone who has a similar opportuni-
ty, I strongly urge you to take ad-
vantage. Not only for your sake, but 
to be a listening ear to the vets who 

deserve your attention. Please, talk 
to the WWII generation while you 
are still able to do so. 

All this, through the course of my 
life has contributed to my passion-
ate patriotism. I try to instill the 
same passion for our country in my 
children. 

So when I see people on the news 
disrespecting our flag, I get fired up. 
There was even an incident in Amer-
ica recently where a WWII veteran’s 
flags from his own lawn were de-
stroyed. This proud American who 
served his country through a horrific 
war, was so affected and hurt by 
this disgusting act. I felt indignant 
about it too. 

The following was 
written by Chief Mas-
ter Sergeant Donald 
B. Carrick (pictured at 
right).  I had the privi-
lege to work with 
Chief Carrick during 
his almost 40 years of 
military service.  He 
was a founding mem-
ber of the Non-
Commission Officers 
Academy Graduates 
Association and a true 
patriot having deliv-
ered many flag 
presentation ceremonies during 
and following his distinguished ca-
reer. 

If the American Flag could speak, I 
think this is what it might say: 

“I am your Flag, and I am proud to 
be your Flag!  Together we live in 
the greatest nation in the world. A 
free nation where I can fly freely in 
the breeze outside your home, on 
the street, in your schools and 
courthouses.  I am not just a piece 

of brightly colored 
cloth, I am a symbol 
that represents some-
thing great.  My red 
stripes indicate hardi-
ness and courage.  
My white is a symbol 
of purity and inno-
cence.  The blue color 
is vigilance, persever-
ance, and justice. 

“I was in the hand of 
my first President in 
the blood and snow 
of Valley Forge.  I was 

there when my nation was born – 
small, with a wilderness at her back 
and seas at her sides, and not one 
friendly neighbor to whom she, as a 
struggling infant orphan, could call 
for help in distress.  I saw that child 
survive and grow strong.  Most for-
get, but I still see in my memory 
those bright and brave young men 
and women who died at Pearl Har-
bor, Normandy, Coral Sea, Asian 
Jungles, throughout Europe, Korea, 
Vietnam, Bosnia, Afghanistan and 

the Persian Gulf.  And when they 
died for me, I wrapped them in my 
love and draped my honor over 
their caskets. 

“Yes, I must speak because their 
voices have been silenced forever.  I 
fly proudly over their green graves, 
praying that wars might end forev-
er.  Never forgetting them, I rise 
every morning to watch over the 
graves of our finest, whose years 
were cut short, but whose service 
was longer than we can ever meas-
ure. 

“I, the American Flag, have lived 
long, traveled far and endured 
much.  A million lives and more 
were sacrificed to give me the right 
to speak.  I am proud of my peo-
ple’s gifts to the world.  For more 
than 200 years I have been packed 
in the trunks and suitcases of cler-
gymen, doctors, and educators.  
Together we traveled to Africa, Chi-
na, India, Japan, and all parts of the 
earth to share the good life we en-
joy in America. 

Samuel Gardiner, Jr. received a 
U.S. Patent in 1863 on a "high 
explosive rifle bullet" in .54, .58, 
and .69 calibers (.58 caliber 
example 
pictured 
at right).  

Fused to 
explode 1 
1/4 seconds 
after firing, it ensured that any 
soldier hit by the projectile with 
a range of 400 yards faced the 
danger of the bullet exploding 
within the impact wound. The 
U.S. Government purchased 
110,000 rounds of such ammu-
nition for issue during the Civil 
War. Criticizing the use of simi-
lar ammunition by the Confeder-
ates, General Ulysses S. Grant 
complained: "… their use is bar-
barous because they produce 
increased suffering without any 
increased advantage to using 
them." 

Rifle Scopes: A rifle scope is a 
refractor telescope used on a 
rifle. In 1880, August Fiedler 
(Stronsdorf), forestry commis-
sioner of Prince Reuss, man-
aged to build the first telescopic 
sight that really did work. 

MACHINE GUN TYPES 

Gatling Gun (1861): Doctor Rich-
ard Gatling patented his design 
of the "Gatling Gun" (pictured 
below), a six-barreled weapon 
capable of firing a (then) phe-
nomenal 200 rounds per mi-
nute. 
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app that allowed me to superim-
pose my obvious flag of choice over 
my social media profile picture. 

The best and loudest demonstra-
tion is to have big, beautiful flags 
hanging on all our porches. Make a 
statement for the red, white, and 
blue. 

 

Maxim Machine Gun (1885): In 
1881, a friend of Hiram Maxim, 
the American inventor, told him: 
"If you wanted to make a lot of 
money, invent something that 
will enable these Europeans to 
cut each other's throats with.”  

Hiram Maxim was born in Sang-
ersville, Maine in 1840 and was 
the inventor of both the Maxim 
Machine Gun and the Maxim 
Silencer (see below). 

Thompson Submachine Gun: The 
Thompson submachine gun (or 
“Tommy gun”) was invented by 
General John T. Thompson 
(pictured above). It was the first 
handheld machine gun. Thomp-
son was driven with the thought 
of creating a handheld machine 
gun that would help end the First 
World War. However, "the first 
shipment of prototype guns des-
tined for Europe arrived at the 
docks in New York city on No-
vember 11, 1918, the day the 
War ended."  

SILENCERS 

Hiram Maxim (born 1853) in-
vented the Maxim Silencer or 
Suppressor that attached to the 
front of the barrel of a pistol and 
allowed the firearm to be fired 
without a loud bang. Invented in 
1909, the Maxim Suppressor 
was the first commercially suc-
cessful silencer. 

 Source: Article by Mary 
Bellis, updated October 2016 on 
the inventors.about.com website. 

inspire us to 
flaunt our patriot-
ism. As military 
families, I think 
we should be an 
example of patri-
otism for the rest 
of America. 

There are little and easy touches 
that can be done to display this af-
fection. For instance, a small sticker 
on your vehicle. I utilized a phone 

When the flag is 
disrespected, it is 
a stab in the 
heart to those 
who have served 
or are serving. 
Especially revolt-
ing is that a disre-
spected flag tramples on the legacy 
of those who made the ultimate 
sacrifice. 

My point in writing this piece is to 

son carried the flag, badly damaged 
during the bombardment, to the 
north where it was frequently dis-
played to boost morale. Four years 
to the day after Anderson’s surren-
der, he once again raised the flag 
over Sumter after the Union had 
recaptured the fort. Just a few 
hours later, Abraham Lincoln would 
be fatally shot by John Wilkes Booth 
at Ford’s Theatre. 

Source: http://www.history.com/
news/history-lists/fast-flag-facts. 

forces began a bombardment of Fort 
Sumter, in Charleston Harbor on 
April 12, 1861, Union commander 
Major Robert Anderson held out for 
more than 34 hours before finally 
surrendering the fort. One of Ander-
son’s conditions for surrendering 
was that his men be allowed to ob-
serve a 100-gun salute as the Ameri-
can flag was lowered from the fort. 
During the ceremony, a nearby pile 
of rifle cartridges exploded, killing 
two soldiers (the first fatalities of the 
war) and injuring four others. Ander-

Editor’s Note: This was excerpted 
from an article by History.com writer 
Barbara Maranzani, remembering 
two flag-related casualties of the 
Civil War. 

More than 620,000 Americans lost 
their life during the Civil War, but 

only two of 
those fatalities 
occurred dur-
ing the first 
battle of the 
war. When 
Confederate 
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Please continue to pray for Ashley Huskey 
as she is being treated for vasculitis.  Please 
keep Phil Wagher in your prayers for contin-
ued health and strength.  Praise the Lord 

that Andrew Folz has returned home safe-
ly from his deployment.  Thank you for 
all who prayed for him over the last 
several months.   

Redgie Chambers requested prayer 
for relatives Ricco and Tammy Bar-
rentos.  Ricco was seriously injured 
recently in Afghanistan and will 

require extensive rehab.  Please continue to 
keep Brian and Ivey Palmer in your prayers 
as they begin their transition to Fort Hood, 
Texas.  This will be a big change for their 
family.  Please continue to keep our Presi-
dent, Donald Trump and his administration 
in your prayers!  Ask the Lord to give them 
wisdom to make the right decisions in re-
gard to several areas of concern around our 
world.   

     ~  Colonel Martin 
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hearts of people who yearn for free-
dom to laugh, to love, to pray, to 
play, to marry and have children.  I 
have called out to countries, ‘Come 
to my shores and my side, all who 
are tired, poor, oppressed, and 
yearning to breathe free.  Come 
and I will be your guarantee of lib-
erty.’ 

“I say to my people, ‘Be proud, be 
humble, and last, and be renewed!’ 

If you get a lump in your throat 
when you hear the Star Spangled 
Banner, or break out in a cold chill 
with goose pimples when I pass by 
waving freely, or tears shade your 
eyes when you sing God Bless 
America, never think you are get-
ting sentimental or weak.  No, that 
is a sign of being strong, loyal, and 
dedicated to a cause, a principle – 
‘one nation, under God, indivisible, 

with liberty and jus-
tice for all!’” 

Because the Flag 
represents the United 
States and our ideals, 
every American 
should honor the Flag 
as the highest symbol 

“Americans, be proud of our coun-
try!  No country knows greater free-
dom than our country!   

“You can climb any mountain!  Pos-
sibilities?  They’re unlimited – ex-
cept as you limit them with cynical, 
bitter, negative attitudes!  Yes, 
when you see me in church, school, 
or flying on the streets – listen to 
my stars and stripes as I cry out to 
every boy and girl, every man and 
woman.  ‘Dream your Dreams’ – 
‘Dare To Believe’ – You can make it 
in America! 

“I am the American Flag.  Be hum-
ble enough to know where your 
glory and greatness come from.   

“’Old Glory,’ I’m called.  What is my 
glory?  My glory is the freedom that 
I give to every law respecting man, 
woman, and child.  I live in the 

of our country.  Every good citizen 
should know when to salute, how 
to display, and other rules with 
regard to our Flag.  Owning and 
displaying our Flag correctly and at 
the proper times serve as a mark 
of patriotism and respect. 

The Pledge of Allegiance to the 
Flag, "I pledge allegiance to the 
Flag of the United States of Ameri-
ca, and to the Republic for which it 
stands, one Nation under God, indi-
visible, with liberty and justice for 
all."  

Psalm 33:12 says:  “Blessed is the 
nation whose God is the LORD; 
and the people whom he hath cho-
sen for his own inheritance.” May 
our great nation always be a nation 
“under God!” 

5 Jun 1794 - First military officers 
of the US Navy under the Constitu-
tion are appointed (or commis-
sioned). The first 6 captains ap-
pointed to superintend the con-
struction of new ships were John 
Barry, Samuel Nicholson, Silas Tal-
bot, Joshua Barney, Richard Dale, 
and Thomas Truxtun. 

1 Jun 1794 - Protected by a 
French fleet, a large convoy of US 
ships carrying provisions to famine-
stricken France is encountered by a 
British fleet under Admiral Sir Rich-
ard Howe. Although Howe defeats 
the French, the US convoy is able to 
escape safely during the heat of the 
battle, successfully getting the pro-
visions to their destination. 

14 Jun 1952 - Keel laid for the 
USS 'Nautilus' (SSN-571), the first 
nuclear powered submarine. 
16 Jun 1836 - Birth of Wesley 
Merritt, US Army Major General who 
served in the Civil War (Union) and 
the Spanish-American War.  He was 
the first American military governor 
of the Philippines. 

The Brian Palmer Family 

Veterans and active-duty military not in 
uniform can now render the military-style 
hand salute during the playing of the na-
tional anthem thanks to changes made in 
the 2009 Defense Authorization Act.  


